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In September of this year, the Clinton
Global Initiative once again united leaders
from all over the globe in its continued
efforts to address critical issues affecting
communities the world over. Attendees
included Richard Branson, First Lady
Laura Bush, Prime Minister Tony Blair,
and Secretary General Kofi Annan among
countless others. Although many organi-
zations and individuals made important
commitments, only some were highlighted.
In the health category, President Clinton
personally highlighted FIND’s proposal for
laboratory services strengthening in devel-
oping countries.
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The Clinton Global Initiative highlights
FIND’s and the Ugandan Government’s lab-
oratory strengthening commitment proposal.
FIND seeks new partners to make it happen.
The Clinton Global Initiative highlighted
FIND’s and the Ugandan Government’s
Commitment to improve diagnostic services
in developing countries through the creation
of an innovative and sustainable model of
laboratory social franchising, as one of the
six key Public Health Commitments. Former
President Bill Clinton and FIND’s Chief
Executive Officer, Dr Giorgio Roscigno, 
co-signed the Commitment in the presence
Dr. Sam Zaramba, Director of Health
Services at the Ministry of Health of Uganda
at the Clinton Global Initiative September
2006 Annual Meeting.

“We are honored that FIND's Commitment
to improve diagnostic services was highlighted
at this very important Clinton Global
Initiative,” said FIND's CEO, Dr Giorgio
Roscigno: “The commitment underlines

FIND’s pledge to help strengthen both the
human resources and laboratory system for
the roll out of new technologies that are in
the process of being developed, but we
need more partners to really make it hap-
pen. Stronger public and private laboratories
will help health workers to better treat
patients and rebuild confidence in the
health systems of developing countries.”

FIND's commitment is for $400,000 but
other partners are needed to make up the 
$4 million needed over a four-year period to
create a model for sustainable improvement
in laboratory capacity to ensure the reliable
diagnosis of poverty-related diseases at all
levels of the health system. The Commitment
is a collaboration between the Ministry of
Health of Uganda, the African Medical and
Research Foundation (AMREF) and the
Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics
to identify deficiencies in current diagnostic

services, refine a package of essential diag-
nostics, and develop a plan to address those
deficiencies in a sustainable manner through
social franchising. 

FIND and its partners are exploring the con-
cept of laboratory social franchising through
a model that can assure high quality services,
both in the public and private sectors, through
accreditation as a locally driven public-private
partnership. The fees from certified private
sector laboratories would sustain a small
non-profit national secretariat to manage
laboratory accreditation and associated
skills-building. This would result in sustained
support for both public and private sector
diagnostic service laboratories.
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From left to right:
Director of Health Services, Ministry of Health of
Uganda, Dr. Sam Zaramba, Former President Bill

Clinton and FIND CEO Dr Giorgio Roscigno.

1

N e w s l e t t e r

I s s u e  4 O c t o b e r  2 0 0 6




